Statement by the pilot in command of the An-124 ‘Ruslan’
aircraft of Volga-Dnepr Airlines at Sendai Airport:

The President of Volga-Dnepr Group, Mr. Alexey Isaikin, on behalf of
our 3,000 employees, has asked me to convey our sincere sympathy
to the people of Japan as they cope with the severe aftermath of the
country’s devastating earthquake and tsunami. We hope that the
mobile medical equipment we have delivered today will ensure the
lives of many people affected by this natural disaster are made a little
easier.

People all over the world have watched the impact of the tsunami
unfold and have been so amazed and humbled by the strength and
resilience of the Japanese people and by their determination and
selflessness in both helping others and beginning to rebuild their lives
and their country.

The fact that we have been able to land our aircraft at Sendai Airport
today is a tribute to your resolve and a remarkable sign of your efforts
to return to normal life. This is the first civil flight to land here since
the disaster and we are proud to be able to extend some help and the
hand of friendship to the people of Japan.
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