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Vision Van

The need for an ophthalmological care support vehicle was realized during the Great East Japan
Earthquake of March 2011. In order to dispense needed eye care, the Bascom Palmer Vision Van, a
mobile eye care unit, was airlifted to Japan from the University of Miami in the U.S.

The Bascom Palmer Vision Van missions in the Tohoku region drew attention to emergency eye
care readiness, prompting Japan to create its own version. Since its launch in 2013, the Japanese
Vision Van has continued its rounds in the Tohoku disaster zone, standing ready for dispatch to
domestic sites in times of crisis and to overseas disaster areas in relief operations. One such mission
was its deployment to the Philippines after Super Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda) ravaged the country
in November 2013. From February 19-28, 2014, the Vision Van provided 1,922 disaster victims with
much-needed eye care.

Learn more about the Vision Van projects, their conception and operation by attending the
scheduled symposium titled “Friendship Makes it Possible! — Vision Van Project,” part of the Asia-
ARVO 2015 program.

The Japanese Vision Van will be exhibited outside the Conference Center for the duration of Asia-
ARVO 2015. In addition, panels showcasing the Japanese Vision Van'’s activities will be on display at
the Poster Exhibit area. We look forward to your visit.

Symposium 9 “Friendship Makes it Possible! — Vision Van Project”
Venue: 502 (5F) Room 3
Date & Time: Feb. 16 (Mon) 14:10 - 15:40

Vision Van Exhibit

Venue: Entrance of the Conference Center 1F

Date & Time: Feb. 16 (Mon) 13:00 - 17:00
Feb.17 (Tue)  9:00-17:00
Feb. 18 (Wed) 9:00-17:00

Vision Van Panel Exhibit
Venue: Exhibition hall (301 - 304) of the Conference Center 3F
Date & Time: Feb. 16 - 19 (Mon - Thu) 9:00 - 17:00
*Note: The exhibit will open at 11:00 on Feb. 16. Closing time on Feb. 19 is at 15:00.
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